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Ovner
Tort Halifax Cha ber, D. Be R

Date of Eraction

1754

Architects

Two plans were used, Tirst construction &cﬂordan to the plan by
Genernl Johm Winslow, seccond, alteratioms according to the plan

by Captaia Willian Lithzow.

Zuilders

PRI General John Winslow
' Captain William Lithgow

Present Cond

Only nmecessary repairs and replacenents have been made in the
blockhouse. Some of the timbers in the lower sections of the
L _ walls rotted ocut nnd have been replased, The orizinel plank.
B floor of the second story remains, but the loor of the fipst
: L story hes besn reswoveds It is supposed thet the blockhouse was

originally "ui]t on & stone foundatvicn but 2 Jlocd may hoave
washed awny Lthe stone work 2s, on one tide of the hlockhouse,.
the well hes beon tinbered below what aprears to have beon
originally the level of the T vrnatlcp, '
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Tumber of Stories

Two

Hoterials of Zonskbructiom

. .
in the cone

Hevm pline timbers about ten inches square usre ussd i )
b . _ shrusbion of the building, Corners of the bhuilding were jolned
by dovebailing. The second story nrojects beyond the lower one,
tuilding ! & hip reofs Peorts sand windows were cut in the

> walls for the use of musketry and for lishting, The
Irhoy ol the LHullding is unfinisheds Ieavy wooden “Hv bters
covered the windows,
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Cither Dxisting Records

Dooklet "Torh Testern" by S
Tatng Tonbg! Ty Venry D. 2 i
"Jollsctions of the daine Historica
by Willienm Coold, T :

‘Boscieby", Vuls 8 Arbicle b
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Yort Halifex wes Built-fcr the pirpose of olie ¢ing protection from
the ﬁreﬂﬁb'&ﬂd Indians To the sebtlers whom the Plymouth Comgany

was attemdting bto-:establish in the country along the Xennehec Hiver,
I"11

The fort was buz‘t by the Plymouth Company end garrisoned hy the
Province, ' : :

ihe olocknouse now ste rain” ot Fort Ialifax is one of the few
reraining which was built previous %o the Tevoluticnary War. This
blockhouse was the south {lasnker of the forty The fort was located
on & point of land where the Sebastlicook River Tlows into the

Zermebece Ziver.,

Tre bloekhovse still shbands in its originel leosetion. Tt is at the
west end of the Ysine fenbtrsl Fsilroad Zridge, which spans the
Sabasticock et Winszlow, The rallroad crosses the foundation of the
large house which was built Ffor officers! quarterc and a stors cuse,

The original plen of the Tord maue y deneral Jobn
never entirely.coz?leteﬁ. L We.S :oqnd to b
and it was decided to change R
accordine ©o a plan "v%mﬁttod Dy Jagtaih nall em Lit
the plam, the central blockhouse huilt by Cenors
the north flanker of Oapiain Lithgow's plan,

(ensrel Winslow erectoed five sepsrat
conter tlocithouse of hig nlan, two ] s oy
buildings fronting the corners of the center bulldlng. These ware
used for barraqkss

Captain Lithgow moved all the ocutside blockhouses at the corners of
the originel fort together to form the officers' guarters and s:ore
house which is shown in the Lithecow plan as the larzest building of
the fort,

Captain Lithzow also built & redoubt en the nhill ovcrlooking the fort,
This was constructed of timber and was “"cannon proof," From a
description of the redoubt im a letier written by Capbein Lithz zovr,
the redoubt was thirt, four feet squ:re snd the timber walls four
feet nine inches thiek] The build ng was two stories hich with a

hip roof end a wateh box on the top. The redoubt was surrounded

by Pisquets{probably what today we would call & stockade,.

Captain Lithgow ordered for the redoubt, camncn winich should be as
leng as the wall was thiek,

rort illalifax was the strongest and most extensive Fortress in ¥oine
at the time it was in use. It was the northern most oub-vost of
the Plymouth Cenpany.,
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A condition required by the FPlymouth Company in the agreement with
the Provineisl government was that the Provineial forces should
protect the workmen building the fort, To do this, timber and
materials for the Tort were prepared at Fort Shirley at Frankfort
{now Dresden), The materials when ;ropared, were made into rafts
and floated up the river with the tide, but required much towing,
however, RDach raft had armed zuards for fear of attack by the
Indians, who looked upon the building of forts as ajpgrossion.

Some of the Indian Chiefs, however, had agreed to the building

of the forts, ' :

The transportation of camnon to arm the blockhouses was also a
difficult piece of work. These were carried in "gundaloes® which
drew two feet of water. The falls whore the Augusba dam is now
located and the falls of Nequamkik had to be surmounted vy the
deeply laden boats which were towed Dy men wading in the shosls
-near the river bank. : .

SLiovernor Shirley mamed Fort Halifax and had an inseriction in

Latin cut in stone, which translated means ("For the benefit of the
Hassachusetts Province, Willian Shirley her Jovernor, under the
augpices of the most noble George Montague Dunk, Earl of alifax,
the highly distinguished friend and patron ol the British Frovinces
throughout America, has reared this rortress September 8, 1754,")

A corner sitone placed by General Winslow in the foundation of the
central blockhouse which became Captain Lithgow!s north flanker
when the fort was completed, is now in the State Hovse at Augusta,
Meine, The corner stone is an irregular slate stone about eighteen
inches in height and bears the inseription

THIS CORNr STOWE, LAID BY DIRBCTION OF COVEXNOR SHIRLEY, 1754.
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Date: January 25, 1937
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